A molecular insight on the association of HLA-B27 with spondyloarthropathies.
This article focuses on molecular studies concerning HLA-B27 and their relevance for its pathogenetic role in spondyloarthropathy. The peptide binding and T-cell antigen presenting properties of HLA-B27 are discussed, mainly in connection with differential subtype association to ankylosing spondylitis. Molecular studies in transgenic rodents are also considered, with an emphasis on their relevance to the various pathogenetic mechanisms. Recent studies on the putative role of HLA-B27 in bacteria-host interactions are also discussed, as they suggest another level of implication of HLA-B27 in disease whose molecular basis is obscure.